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 In introducing the Internet as an information resource, the Library’s goal is to enhance its existing collection in size and depth and, as a public access agency, give opportunity to any citizen who wishes to participate in navigating the Internet.

The freedom to access information is also a responsibility.  The Internet enables the Library to provide resources not available within the confines of its own collection.  Currently, however, the Internet is an unregulated medium.  It offers access to a wealth of material that is personally, professionally and culturally enriching to individuals of all ages, but it also enables access to some material that may be offensive and/or illegal. 
 The Internet is not subject to the same selection criteria which the Library uses for other materials.  It enables access to some material that may be offensive and/or illegal.  Users are responsible for the Internet material they access.
.
Internet Acceptable Use Rules and Procedures
1. Anyone wishing to use the computer at a specific time may reserve time up to one day in advance, either by phone or in person.  Reserves are limited to one hour.   All users must sign in at the circulation desk before using the computer. Users who are 10 or more minutes late for their reserved time will forfeit it.  
Users who consistently fail to keep appointments may lose reserve privileges.
2. Since our space is limited, no more than 2 people may gather at one workstation.

3. Use of personal software is not permitted on the library computers.
4. A patron must purchase a disk or CD at the circulation desk in order to download files. Software downloaded from the Internet may contain a virus.
5. A printer is available for public use.  A fee of $ .10 per page will be charged for all printouts.  

6. Users are responsible for having the necessary computer skills to operate the equipment.  The Library will schedule free “Computer Tutor” sessions for registered patrons in good standing, giving preference to residents of Helena Township, if demand exceeds volunteer hours available.  
7.  Parents or guardians, NOT the Library staff, are responsible for the Internet information selected and/or accessed by their children.  Children who use the Internet unsupervised may be exposed to inappropriate information and images.  Parents are encouraged to discuss the use of the Internet in relation to family values and boundaries with their children, and to monitor their children’s use of the Internet.  The Library will provide educational information regarding child safety on the Internet.
8. Internet use will be managed in a manner consistent with the Library’s Rules of Conduct which have been adopted and are posted in the Library.  Failure to use the Internet stations appropriately and responsibly may result in revocation of Internet use privileges, Library privileges and/or criminal prosecution.  Users may not:

a. Use the workstation to gain unauthorized access to the Library’s network or computer systems or to any other network or computer system.

b. Obstruct other people’s work by consuming large amounts of system resources or by deliberately crashing any Library computer system.

c. Make any attempt to damage computer equipment or software.

d. Make any attempt to alter software configurations or install any software.

e. Make any attempt to cause degradation of system performance.

f. Violate copyright laws or software licensing agreements.

g. Engage in any activity which is disruptive to other Library users.

h. Violate Federal, State or local laws or regulations

